Bounorables M. H. Gresne
Mayor, City of Crawfordville
159 Broad Strest
Crswfordvills, cao:;u 30631

Dear Hlyo: Gtm:

Heo i This is fa nfm to Senmate un Bo. 310 - -
j of the 1975 session of the Georgis GCensrsl Assembly,
i scbaitted to the Attorney Censrsl pursuant to

; ' Section S of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Your
A : submission was received en August 21, 1973.

| Inmininswhnhsim: nndchcctionSot

fn the Voting Rights Act, it is iancunbent on the Attornsy
. General to determins whether the submissicns, either

| in purpose or effect result in racial discrimination

’ in voting. Morsover, under the procedural guidelines

! for the aduinistration of Sectica 3, the burdem of

! proving that such discrisinatory purpose or affsct

i does not exists lies with the submitting suthority.

: Georgia v, United States, 411 U.S. 526 (1973); City
of Richmond ¥, United States, 43 U.S.L.W. 4865 (June
24, 19735); City of Petersburg v. United States, 334
¥. Bupp. 1021 (p.d.C. 1972) uzf'd 410 U.8. 962 (1973).
As part of this burden, the submitting authority must
in "soms unambiguous and recordable mamner submit
suay legislation or regulation in guestiomn to the
Attorney General with a rsquest for his consideration

- «eo"Allen v, State Board of Elections 393 U.S. 544,
571 (1969). The guidelines promulgated by the
Attorney Gensral require mo less 28 U.§.C. 31.10.
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In your letter of Acgust 19, 1375, thers was s

practice brogght about by the submitiad legislation

would be the use of sbseates ballofs and the sxtension
of the terms @f office for mayor and council from oma te
four yesrs. Cuxr zevisw of gthis submiseion raveals, |
however, what appesrs to be ether chanzes o8 well. For
instzace, our snalysis of the fermer municipal sharter
that was fn effect in Crawfordvills (Ceorgis laws, 1334,
p. 145) along with the submitted new charter provisions

shows that there sre newly ilsposed teguiremsats thzt e¢ity

voters must new Tegistsr with the gouaty fa erder to be
eligidle to vote in sity alecticas and that perseas

mst Tealds ia Cravfordville six menthe befors deing

alloved ¢o veta in {ts slections. Im sddition, frem

our review amd snslysis of the ¢ld ¢harter, your letlsr
of Acgust 19, 1973, a» well as conversations with tha
Cicy Claxk, ¥z, J. P. Ellington, Jr., it is er wadex-
stmaing that, in prior sisctions, a plurality vets
requirement was ia effect, It s 2lze eur mmderstande
iag that since the subaitted legislstion is silent as

- to whether 8 majority or a pluxslity wote would be

tagsired in future suaicipel slesticns, such electicas
would, by eperatism of Geergis Nunicipal Tlectiom Code
Section 34=-1407, be sudjeet to & majority vots festuve,

It 4s sur further understaadiag thet snother
isportant fexture of the system incerporated into ths
aew chartar, the use of dasignsted posts, ian fact has
deen hplmnd in Crawfordville since 1970. Bowaver,
eur records do mot vefleet that ghat change ia wotiag
procedure ever was subuitted to the Attormey Ssueral
for edministrative revisw ar brovght befere the United
States Distriot Court for the Bistrict of Columbls fer
Judicial weview a3 required dy Section 5 of the Voting

Rizhes Act.

indicstion thet the ealy ehenges from past slectiom
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Given the sbove, we aTs waable to determines
whether thers may e other chsuges as well, Kor cm
we sonczlude, 86 we must wader the Vocliag Rights dct,

the matter further considerstiom.

of sourse, as provided by Section 5 you bave the
Tizht to seek & declarstory judgment from the United
Scates Uistrict Court for the Disztriet of Colusdla that
this sudzission has meither the purpose mov effect of
denyinz eor ebridging the rizht to vote om sccount of
rice er color, Bowever, uatil such & judgment s
rendered by that Court, ar watil the cblection hes been
withdrsun by tha Attorasy Seneral, the legal effect of
the objection dy the Am{ Censral s ¢to render the
submisaicn {a questian legally wnenforceadls. Ws alse .
feel & responsidbllity te sdviss you that the designated
post procsdurs likewiss is mot lsgelly eaforcsedle
wtil Section 3 preclssrance hes been gbtainsd..

Sincarely,

Assistaat Attornsy General
Civil Rights Division
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